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ictured to the right of the great populist
lawyer Clarence Darrow is Josepb Ford the
first Dean of Loyola Law School (then
called St. Vincent's Law School). Events
that occurred on October 1, 1910 brought these
two great lawyers together.

During a pretrial conference in the McNamara Brothers Trial, (Ctr.) Prosecutor Joseph Ford
(future first dean of Loyola Law School) stands to the right of Defense Counsel Clarence Darrow
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At approximately
1 a.m. on October 1, 1910, a
bomb was detonated in the Los Angeles Times
Building. The resulting blast and fire killed 20
people
ccuse of h
ri
r
h
d
James McNamara, labor organizers and members
of the Communist Party. Future Dean Joseph Ford
was assigned by District Attorney John Fredericks
to prosecute them. To the McNamara brothers'
defense came Clarence Darrow, perhaps the most
famous lawyer of his time.
One contemporary
described Ford's legal talents
with these words: "If there was a better man at
breaking all hell loose in a courtroom than Joe
Ford, I never saw him ... he was tough, a rugged
little Irishman, with graying curls, a jaw like an
English bulldog and that same bulldog's ability to
hang on and never let go." Ford was not a man
without an ego; when asked who were the 10 best
trial lawyers in Los Angeles, he allegedly
answered, "Myself and my two sons. The next
seven places must be reserved for future Fords."
The McNamara Brothers trial ended with Darrow
pleading the two brothers guilty after allegations
surfaced that Darrow had tried to influence two of
the jurors.
Subsequent to the McNamara Brothers
trial, Darrow was tried criminally for jury
tampering.
Ford was again tapped as the lead
prosecutor.
Joseph Scott, who would be the
second Dean of Loyola Law School, joined
Darrow's defense team. After a controversial trial,
Darrow was acquitted, ending the earliest of the
"Trials of the Century." Then as now, Loyola Law
School was a major player in the legal history of
Southern California.

O

n September 12, 1997, the Loyola Law School faculty
dramatically reaffirmed its commitment to supporting
public interest projects. What the faculty voted to do
breaks down conveniently into four categories.

• First, the faculty voted to commit $80,000 annually to the
establishment of postgraduate public interest fellowships. This
is the first time that Loyola Law School has funded public
interest grants for its graduates. Given the low-paying nature
of many public interest legal positions, it is hoped that these
fellowships will encourage our students to follow career paths
in public interest law.
• Second, the faculty voted to make a demonstrated interest in
public service a factor in allocating 20 percent of the Law
School's scholarship resources. Targeting public service as a
factor in awarding scholarships should attract many students to
Loyola who might not otherwise come to the Law School.
• Third, the faculty voted to increase the amount of money
allocated to loan forgiveness awards. The amount awarded in
1996-97 was $40,000. The amount to be awarded in 1997-98
will be $80,000.
• Fourth, the faculty voted to increase by 10 the number of
summer public interest/government
externships awarded by the
Law School. Heretofore, the Law School awarded
approximately 60 fellowships (50 to public interest agencies
and 10 to government agencies). Now the Law School will
award 70 fellowships (60 to public interest agencies and 10 to
government agencies).
To measure properly Loyola's commitment to the public interest,
these initiatives, must be added to the many public service
programs already funded by the Law School.
MANDATORY PRO BONO REQillREMENT - The Law School
mandates that each graduate must contribute 40 hours of
supervised (but uncompensated) legal work to some public
interest agency or program. There are only approximately 12
ABA accredited law schools in the nation that have mandatory
public service requirements.
To my knowledge, Loyola is the
only ABA accredited law school in California to have adopted
such a mandatory requirement.
I am particularly proud of this
public service requirement.
Many told me at the time when the
faculty adopted the 40 hour requirement that it was a measure
that was easy to pass but difficult to implement. Well, Prof.
Sande L. Buhai, who oversees the program, has made liars of
these doomsayers. Last year every third year day student
completed his/her required 40 hours and hopefully graduated
with a better appreciation of the needs of the poor and the
disadvantaged.
One additional aspect of this mandatory public
service requirement should not be forgotten. The 40 hours of
mandatory legal work must be supervised by an attorney and
thus provides an excellent "hands-on" educational experience
for each and every student.
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EXTERNSHIP PROGRAM - The Law School externship
program administered by Prof. Barbara Blanco accounted
for 80,000 hours of time spent by Loyola students worldng in
judges' chambers, in government agencies or in public interest
programs.

2

THE CENTER FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION - The Center is
a Law School supported program that trains Loyola students
in dispute resolution techniques and offers similar training to
various community groups. Mediations in English and Spanish
are also conducted by The Center. Prof. Bill Hobbs, who is an
experienced mediator, directs The Center.

3

THE CANCER LEGAL RESOURCE CENTER - This Center is
by Loyola Law School and the Western Law
Center for Disability Rights. To my knowledge, this is the first
law school project in the nation that focuses specifically on
cancer-related legal issues. Barbara Schwerin '87 is the
founding director of the Center.

4co-sponsored

There must be a reason why Loyola dedicates so much of its time,
energy and resources to these public interest endeavors. The
reason is simple: Loyola faculty and students believe that
lawyers have a particular obligation to pay something back to the
community in which they live and work. If this is so, then where
better than in law school to educate future lawyers about this
obligation. By the time Loyola students graduate, a desire for
public service will hopefully be engrained in them, becoming as
natural as a reflex.
In my experience, it is the best and busiest lawyers who find the
time to help others through pro bono activities. These lawyers
seem to have a healthy degree of detachment that allows them
to understand that a little more wealth or a little more fame
does not necessarily make them better persons or even better
lawyers. They also seem to have their priorities straight - they
accept that helping others, even at a cost to themselves, is the
proper way to live.
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he evening of October
28, 1997 was a special
night in the history of
Loyola Law School.
The persons listed below - who
have made an important
difference in the life of the Law
School through the gift of their
time and financial resources were honored for helping this
institution
grow and prosper.
Special recognition
was given
to Thomas V. Girardi '64 for
his recent significant
gift of
$2.4 million to Loyola Law
School. The reception, held at
the art deco-style Penthouse of
The Oviatt Building in
downtown Los Angeles,

T

marked the inauguration
of
The Dean's Forum.
Membership
in The Dean's
Forum is granted for an annual
gift of $2,500; or an endowed
gift of $25,000.
Dean Gerald T. McLaughlin
stated during the evening, "To
honor these graduates and
friends, and to encourage other
alums and friends of Loyola to
join their ranks, we are
establishing
tonight 'The
Dean's Forum.' The members
of the Dean's Forum will truly
be the pillars and columns on
which this Law School will rest
as the School moves ahead into
the next millennium.
The

concept of using the Columns
of Justice, or Columnae
Justitiae, as the logo for this
new group grew out of Frank
Gehry's campus architecture."
"The wonderful academic
village Frank Gehry built for us
is both daring and functional,"
Dean McLaughlin added. "Just
before Frank began his
wonderful design of the Law
School, he visited the Roman
Forum. The influence the
Forum had on Frank can be
seen everywhere
in the
architecture
- particularly
in
his use of columns.
Columns
exist prominently
in the design
of Donovan Hall, Merrifield

Hall, Hall of the 70's, the Burns
Building and our new parking
structure.
Therefore it seems
very fitting that we adopt the
'Columns of Justice' as the
logo for the Dean's Forum.
Just as columns act as strength
and support for buildings, so
our Columnae Justitiae will act
as strength and support for the
institution
and all its parts.
Just as the Roman Forum stood
at the heart of ancient Rome
and its Empire, so will the
Dean's Forum stand at the
center of Loyola Law School
and its future growth."

's
COLUMNAE

JUSTITIAE

• COLUMNS

ENDOWED

Riverdance
"The Show"
Dean's Forum
Event
Advance ticket reservations
for the extraordinary
Riverdance are available
now. Proceeds from the
ticket sales will benefit The
Cancer Legal Resource
Center at Loyola Law School.
Tickets are $100 each for the
Sunday, April 26, 1998
performance at 7:30 p.m. at
the Pantages Theatre in
Hollywood. Please telephone
Elizabeth Fry in the Office of
Development at
213.736.1096 for
reservations. A limited
number of tickets in the
mezzanine - First Balcony
- are available for the
anticipated sell-out
performance.
Members of
The Dean's Forum will be
given priority consideration.

FOUNDING

John E. Anderson, Sr. '50
Robert C. Baker '71
Bernard 1. Bannan'
James C. Bradley '37 '
Martin 1. Burke '26'
Martin L. Burke '61
Fritz B. Bu rns'
Andy M. Camacho
Athalie Irvine Clarke'
Leonard Cohen '51
John 1. Collins '61
John C. Cosgrove'
Leo H. Dwerlkotte '39'
Don Freebu rg
Thomas E. Garcin '52
Thomas V. Girardi '64
Elliot Gottfurcht
William H. Hannon
Millard W. Jacobs
Bourke Jones '27*
Karl A. Keener '72
Thomas Keiser '76
James N. Kenealy, Jr. '52
David Laufer '67
Irene M. Levenson
Fiorenza Courtright Lucas
Hugh L. Macneil '48
John M. McCormick, Sr. '46
Joseph M. McLaughlin '55
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OF JUSTICE
MEMBERS

Dr. Edison H. and Sallie Miyawaki '52
Samuel 1. Muir '79
Joseph W. Mullin, Jr. '29'
Robert Nibley '42
Jack M. Ostrow '47
Thomas E. O'Sullivan '54
Edward M. Phelps '75
Ruth Orcutt Phelps '75
Jack Prince
William M. Rains '26'
Joseph E. Rawlinson '58
Charles R. Redmond '74
Hon. Mark P. Robinson, Sr. '50
William S. Rosecrans, III'
Maurice D. Schwartz
Roland Seidler, Jr.
Daniel A. Seigel '68
W.K. Skinner
Edward F. Slattery
John W. Smythe
Richard L. Stack '73
Roger M. Sullivan '52
James Irvine Swinden '79
Robert 1. Traver '74
Richard E. Troop '69
1. Robert Vaughan '39
Henry K. Workman '56
Alexandra Leichter '72 and
Barbara Schwerin '86, director of
The Cancer Legal Resource Center.

Rev. Thomas P
O'Malley, 5.J.,
presiden t of Loyola
Marymount
University, Thomas
V Girardi '64 and
Dean Gerald T.
McLaughlin

Loyola Law School Receives $2.4 Million Pledge
(L to R) Keith Comrie, Jack Girardi '72, Robert
Courtney '60, Dorathy Courtney, Andy Camacho and
Sandra McNutt Comrie. Courtney, Camacho and
McNutt Comrie are members of the Loyola Law
School Board of Visitors.

rominent litigator Thomas Girardi '64 has pledged $2.4
million to Loyola Law School for the construction of a new,
multi-purpose campus building. A named partner in the Los
Angeles Law Firm of Girardi & Keese, Girardi made the gift in
honor of his father Albert Girardi, of whom the junior Girardi
states, "my 87-year-old father still runs the firm with great
integrity and spirit."

P

"Tom Girardi's incredible generosity will provide the support
necessary for Loyola Law School to continue to have the most
up-to-date physical plant of any law school in the United States,"
Dean Gerald T. McLaughlin commented.
"The gift also will enable
us to continue graduating not just good lawyers, but great
lawyers." Although plans for the structure are still in the making,
the Architect Frank O. Gehry & Associates-designed
facility will
likely house a large auditorium/moot
courtroom.

Roger M. Sullivan '52,
Prof. Ellen Aprill,
Lloyd Greif '84, and
Sanford Holo.

What Attorney's
Don't Know
Retirement - Concerns for
your practice, concerns for
your partners, concerns
about liability, estate
planning and more. If you
are interested in attending a
dinner presentation on the
retirement and estate
planning problems unique to
attorneys, please contact
Ken Ott 213.736.1025.

Theodore E. Bruinsma, Loyola Law
School dean from 7970-87, and
J. Robert Vaughn '39, trustee of the
Fritz B. Burns Foundation.

A

date in March will be
announced. Loyola Law
School alumni are invited.
First new member of The Dean's Forum Michael D.
Leventhal '67, and Brigitte Muller '97.
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"I solemnly affirm that I will support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of
California, and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of an attorney and counselor at law to the best of my ability."
Fall 1997 Swearing-In Ceremony

T

he Law School's fall 1997
swearing-in ceremony for
new attorneys was held
on December 2. Sr. Mary
Genino, R.S.H.M., gave the
invocation, President Thomas P.
O'Malley, S.J., extended
greetings from Loyola
Marymount University, and
Dean Gerald T. McLaugWin
gave remarks. Prof. Sean Scott
congratulated the new
attorneys on behalf of the
Loyola Law School faculty and
motioned for acceptance the
graduates' admission to the
state bar. Alison Regan '97
sang the National Anthem.
Prof. David W. Burcham '84
motioned for the graduates'
admission to the U.S. District
Court. Greetings from the
Alumni Association Board of
Governors were extended from
Judith Babajian Roberts '84,
vice-president. The bar pass
rate for Loyola's graduates
taldng the bar for the first time
was 84.1 percent.

Members of the judiciary presiding
over the ceremony were Hon.
Frederick J. Lower, Jr. '64, Los
Angeles Superior Court, who
delivered the judicial address; Hon.
J. Stephen Czuleger '73, Los
Angeles Superior Court, who gave
remarks and administered the
state oath; and Hon. Brian Q.
Robbins,
Magistrate Judge,
Central District, who gave remarks
and administered the federal oath.

u.s.

New attorney Stacy B. Sterling '97 has
her bar card signed by Hon. J. Stephen
Czuleger '73, LosAngeles Superior Court.

New attorney Jerry K. Cohen '97 has his bar
card signed by Hon. Frederick J. Lower, Jr. '64,
Los Angeles Superior Court.

Spring 1997 Swearing-In Ceremony

L

oyola's spring swearing-in ceremony for new attorneys was held
on June 3. Prof. David W. Burcham '84 welcomed guests and
congratulated the inductees on behalf of the faculty. Alison
Regan '97 sang the National Anthem, Rev. James Erps, s.J., gave
the invocation and Dean Gerald T. McLaugWin gave remarks. Hon.
Lawrence W. Crispo '61, Los Angeles Superior Court, delivered the
judicial address. Hon. Ronni B. MacLaren, Los Angeles Municipal
Court, gave remarks and administered the state oath, which Prof.
Sande 1. Buhai '82, director of the Pro Bono Program at Loyola,
motioned for acceptance. Hon. Carla Woehrle '77, magistrate judge,
United States District Court, also shared remarks and administered
the federal oath which Prof. Gary C. Williams motioned for
acceptance. At the ceremony's conclusion, Rebecca Winthrop '84,
president of the Board of Governors, congratulated the new
attorneys on behalf of Loyola Law School's Alumni Association.

Spring 1997 Swearing-In Ceremony at Loyola Law School. (L to R)
Dean Gerald T.McLaughlin; Hon. Carla Woehrle '77, magistratejudge,
United States District Court; Hon. Lawrence W Crispo '61, LosAngeles
Superior Court; and Hon. Ronni B. MacLaren, Los Angeles Municipal Court.
Judge Crispo signs bar card and
congratulates new attorney
Geoffrey Ojo '96.
•

-------------
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Chief Justice Ronald M. George of the
California Supreme Court.

St. Thomas More Law Honor Society student board members with judges Chelsea Sneed '98, Vanessa Koury '98,
Hon. Victor Chavez '59, LosAngeles Superior Court, Central District, Daniel Sonenshine '98, ChiefJustice Ronald
M. George, Liz Moreno '98, Jeff LeSage '98, and Hunter Simon '98.

hief Justice Honored at St. Thomas More Medallion
Banquet. Chief Justice Ronald M. George of the California
Supreme Court was honored by the St. Thomas More Law
Honor Society of Loyola Law School at its annual Medallion
Banquet in October. Justice George graduated from Princeton
University in 1961, and from Stanford Law School in 1965.
Following law school, Justice George worked for the State
Attorney General's office, where he argued before the California
Supreme Court in the case against Sirhan Sirhan. Later, as a Los
Angeles Superior Court judge, Justice George presided over the
Hillside Strangler case. On May 1, 1996, Governor Pete Wilson
appointed Ronald M. George to Chief Justice of the California
Supreme Court. Since the 1950s, the St. Thomas More Law Honor
Society at Loyola Law School has presented its Medallion Award

C

annually to an individual who makes an outstanding contribution
to the field of law. Prior recipients have included noted jurists
and scholars, including Prof. Emeritus William G. Coskran '59,
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals Judge John Minor Wisdom, U.S.
District Court Judge Terry J. Hatter, Jr., and 9th Circuit Court of
Appeal Chief Justice Stephen R. Reinhardt. The St. Thomas More
Law Honor Society was established to consider ethical, moral,
social, and political problems of interest to the legal profession,
and to provide service to the Law School community. Today,
student members of the Society sponsor forums to explore current
legal topics, and conduct a tutoring program for first year
students. Membership in the Society is by invitation to second,
third, and fourth year students who are in the top 15 percent of
their class at Loyola Law School.
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PILF Auction Once Again a Success
"The PILF auction is an ideal time for students and faculty to come together in
a non-academic setting to enjoy good food and wine, live jazz and other
entertainment - all for an excellent cause." Lorie Ann Ball '00, PILF co-chair.

TI

e Public Interest Law
Foundation (PllF), a studentrun organization founded to
promote public interest
employment, held its fifth annual
fundraising auction on October
18, 1997. More than $20,000
was raised at the auction. PllF
has helped enable Loyola Law
School to financially assist
students employed at such
organizations as the Legal Aid
Foundation, Children's
Dependency Court and the ACLU.

The PILF auction began with the
Academic Awards Ceremony,
honoring 1997 graduates for
their exceptional academic
achievements. This year, 40
students were inducted into the
prestigious Order of the Coif for
having graduated within the top
10 percent of their class. Among
them, Jennifer Laser '97 also
received the "William Tell
Aggeler Award" for attaining the
highest cumulative grade point
average in her class, and James
Courtney '97 was honored with
the "Lloyd Tevis Award" for
achieving the highest grade in
commercial law.

Mike Feuer,LosAngeles city
councilman and Rebecca Avila,
executive director of the Los
Angeles City Ethics Commission,
spoke to the law students in
Professor Richard Hasen's Election
Law course this fall, regarding Los
Angeles' new and comprehensive
package of local government
ethics and campaign finance laws
-approved by voters to help
restore public trust in government
and the electoral process.

An estimated 600 people
attended the PILF auction.
While attendees dined alfresco
on Mexican cuisine, Dean Gerald
T. McLaughlin, Prof. Yxta Maya
Murray, Associate Dean Laurie L.
Levenson, and Prof. Karl
Manheim auctioned-off
numerous items including a trip
to Mexico, a seven-day
Hawaiian vacation, Superbowl
tickets, and golf and salsa
lessons. The silent auction was
also popular, with the highest
bid going toward "lunch with
Prof. Christopher May."
Preceding the auction, a wine
tasting was held to also help
raise funds. The vintage wines
from around the world - France,
Hungary, Germany and Napa
Valley - were donated by
administrators. Youth activities
included storytelling and crafts.
This year's Board included:
Lorie Ann Ball '00, co-chair;
Nick Jones '99, co-chair;
Michelle Humphrey '99, cochair; Sara Campos '99,
treasurer; Karriann Farrel
Hinds '99, secretary; Matt
Hipler '99, first-year

(Lto R):Hon. Dorothy Nelson, senior
circuit judge on the U.S.Court of
Appeals, 9th Circuit, spoke to law
students in an Introduction to
Appellate Advocacy class taught
by Adjunct Professors Daniel
Collins and Miriam Aroni Krinsky.

0-------------
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representative; Sharlet Wagner '99,
first-year representative;
Demetra Pasyanos '99,
first-year representative,
and Natasha Travis '99,
first -year representative.

W

estern Law Center for Disability Rights Gala. Actor John
Lithgow was presented with the 1997 "Community
Services Award"' by the Western Law Center for Disability
Rights at its 11 th annual gala in early September. Lithgow is
known for his award-winning
role on the television hit comedy
series "3rd Rock From the Sun."' A Harvard graduate and
Fulbright Scholar, Lithgow has pursued a prestigious stage and
film career while doing much to advance many causes in the
disability community.
The Western Law Center for Disability Rights also presented its
first annual "Disability Rights in Entertainment, Arts, and Media
(DREAM) Award"' to filmmaker and writer Jessica Yu. Yu won an
Academy Award in 1997 for her documentary short subject,
"Breathing Lessons: The Life and Work of Mark O'Brien,"' an
intimate portrait of the poet-journalist who has been paralyzed by
polio and confined to an iron lung for 40 years.
Los Angeles City Attorney James Hahn delivered the keynote address.

Lithgow is presented with the
"Community Services A word" by
friend David Alpaugh. More than
300 guests attended this year's
gala at the Dorothy Chandler
Pavillion, making it the most
successful event ever for the
Western Law Center. The event
raised over $90,000 to directly fund
the Center's programs.

TheRev.Richard A. Vachon, s.}
Memorial Mass and Reception was
held on the evening of June 6,
1997. Vachon joined the Law
School faculty in 1962, served as
Dean from 1968-69 and was
associate dean from 1979 until his
death in 1981. Among those
attending were Baldo Kristovich '72
and Jack Girardi '72.

Rev. Donald P Merrifield, s.},
chancellor of Loyola Marymount
University, was the celebrant. The
memorial mass held annually in
memory of Fr. Vachon is attended
by family, friends and alumni.
Pictured are the Tucker family
(I to r): daughters Cora Lee and
Sharon Tucker,grandson Paul
Tucker Case, mom Cora Lee Tucker,
grandson William Tucker
Johnston '00 (first year law
student), dad William Tucker '56
(recipient of the William Tell
Aggeler Award for outstanding
academic performance) and
daughter Mary Tucker.

Betty Wilson, a member of the
Western Law Center's Board of
Directors and director of the City
of Los Angeles' Office on Disability,
presented the DREAM Award to
Jessica Yu.

(LtoR):Timothy Rtzgibbon Villegas '98,
Rev.James Erps,SJ, campus
minister; and Steve Avila '99.
aw School's First Annual
Mass of the Holy Spirit.
Rev. Thomas P. O'Malley,
S.1., president of Loyola
Marymount University,
presided over the Mass of the
Holy Spirit, celebrated in the
Law School's Chapel of the
Advocate in early September to
mark the opening of the
academic year. According to
Campus Minister James Erps,
S.J., the Mass is traditionally
celebrated yearly and
worldwide at all Jesuit and
Marymount Universities to
invoke God's blessing. The
Mass will now be held at
Loyola Law School annually.

L

The Sixth Annual
Fritz B. Burns
Lecture
May 5, 1997

Loyola Law School
Topic:
Protecting Religious Liberty
in the Next Millennium:
Should We Amend the
Religion Clauses of the
U.s. Constitution?
Speakers:
Professor Robert George
Princeton University
Professor Kent Greenwalt
Columbia Law School
Justice Antonin Scalia
Introduction
Professor Kurt Lash
Moderator

TheLoyola Law School graduating class of 1987 celebrated its 1O-year
reunion on campus last June.
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